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Disabled
vets fight
pain and
red tape

Irag war victims need
more help, VA admits

BY ESTHER SCHRADER
Los Angeles Times

MANASSAS PARK, Va. — The yellow rib-
bons are faded and fraying outside the
house where Jay Briseno lies tethered to a
respirator, his nearly motionless,
2l-year-old body a shadow of the young
man who last year went to war.

Shot in the back of the neck last June in
Baghdad, Iraq, Briseno was rushed with all
the speed and efficiency the Army could
muster to one hospital after another,
brought back from multiple heart attacks
and strokes.

But Briseno isn’t a soldier anymore. He
is a veteran, facing a lifetime of excruciat-
ing disability. His care is left to his parents
and sisters, who, by his bedside day and
night, are struggling to adjust.

For Briseno and his family - as for thou-
sands of others wounded in the Iraq war -
the transition from the life they knew as
soldiers to a future as disabled veterans is
filled with frustration and pain.

The military is more efficient than ever

SEE WOUNDED | 3A

Killings in
Hickory still
a mystery
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N.C. law says a person is
driving while impaired if he or
she has an alcohol level of
0.08 or above. But last year,
judges let off more than 1,500
drivers who went to trial after
testing over the legal limit. For
a I70-pound man, that’s equal
to drinking five beers in two

hours on an empty stomach.
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subscribers will receive Monday’s paper as
part of their regular subscription plan. If
you do not want to receive these
newspapers, call Circulation at (800)
532-5350.
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